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ABSTRACT: The paper investigated the influence of peer group and parental support on the teaching and 
learning in primary schools in Ikere Local Government Area of Ekiti State, Nigeria.  The study adopted a 
descriptive survey research. The targeted population consisted of 300 teachers in 30 primary schools in Ikere 
Local Government.  The sample consisted of 150 teachers selected, using simple random sampling technique. 
One instrument titled “Influence of Peer Group and Parental support in Teaching and Learning Questionnaire 
of Social Studies (IPGPSITQ) was used for the study. The reliability of the instrument was determined using 
test – retest method of reliability which yielded a reliability coefficient of 0.91 which was considered high 
enough for the study.  Data collected were analyzed using t-test.  The findings revealed that there is a 
significant influence of Peer group in the teaching and learning process as Peer acceptance group facilitates 
better achievement of pupils and aid effective teaching and learning. The findings also revealed that parental 
support influence better achievement of pupils in tests and examinations. It was therefore recommended that 
Primary School Management should endeavour to encourage quality peer group, social competence and 
socially responsive behavior, as parents are advised to monitor the type of peer group their children or ward 
mix up in the school.  And also parents are advised to provide the necessary support by providing all the 
educational needs of their children. 
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Introduction 
 The importance of group in sociology cannot be over estimated.  A group may be considered as a 
system of interaction, which means that a number of people who are interacting with each other can form a 
group. To be precise, a social group consists of two or more persons, who take each other into account, in 
their actions and are as a result, held together and set apart from others.  Not all people interacting form a 
social group. From a teacher’s point of view, a class consisting of groups of children can be described as peer 
group. 
 Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English defines a peer as someone of the same age or social 
class while peer group refers to groups of people especially young of the same age or social group.  Members 
in the peer group usually consist of people who are equal in age, education, social class, interests and 
background; they are also bounded by the premise of sameness or oneness.  Human being by nature are 
social animals that interact in groups at different stages of life, this interactions take place socially, 
religiously and academically. These relationships have great impact or effect on the outcomes of our 
performance.  The parent cum family is the first powerful agent of socialization or the first teacher the child 
comes into contact with, however, as a child develops, the peer group is the next and most powerful agent of 
socialization.  
 Shaffer (1981) expressed that during the period of early adolescence, most children spent more 
time socializing with peers while their level of interaction of socializing with parents drops or reduces. It has 
been observed that the children’s interaction with members of the same peer group begins as soon as the 
child starts his pre-primary school years, this interaction; however, increases by the time the child get to the 
post-primary school and later on in life, especially when the child gets to the tertiary institution. The 
influence or role of peer group in the life of the child is highly manifested from the adolescent years of the 
child upward, the child encounters ways, ideas or behavior different from what is learnt from home, these 
encounter can be both positive and negative behaviours.  The negative behavior could be in form of anti -
social acts life disobedience to parents or school authority, engaging in all forms of truant and unruly 
behaviours such as stealing, telling lies, engaging in sexual offences that could lead to unwanted pregnancy 
and other offences such as drug abuse.  These, no doubt could have negative effects on the learning 
outcomes or academic performances of the child. 
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 Sprinthall & Collins (1993) reported that during the adolescence, peers exert influences on their 
dress taste and activities.  Infact, peer group influence is more manifested as the child grows older, 
particularly when they spend more time with one another at school; it is the time a child comes into contact 
with children of various backgrounds.  Schools, especially, secondary schools, provide a basis for peer 
groups.  Kolawole (2004) study has contradictory findings that when adolescent student that are positively 
motivated do things in common during and after school hours such students’ academic performance may 
not necessarily be positively affected. Agwememewa (2015) opined that while some students join peers that 
promote or pursue academic excellence, others join, interact with or promote peers from bad gangs or 
occult groups.  Therefore, the home, as well as the school, has a great role to play in promoting or checking 
peer group influence by including good programmes in the school curriculum as well as the extra-curricular 
activities of the school to checkmate bad peer group influence.  This invariables contribute to students’ 
academic performance.  
 Peer influence on the child’s development occurs through similar mechanisms as those used by 
adult’s reinforcement, modeling and direct teaching and skills.  Slarin (1987) also opined that interaction 
with peers also promotes acquisition such as controlling aggressive impulses and the expression of pro-
social behaviours (Diaz, 2003).  In relation to academic performance, the socio-metric status of the student 
influences performance both directly and indirectly, since it is influenced by intelligence (Castergan & Perez, 
1998).  Other researches have however contradicted the earlier studies and conclusions of Buste (2002) 
that students failing in school are not necessarily those rejected by their group.  Ejiroghene (2018) in a 
related study shared the same view that students’ perceptions of connectedness to peers seem to have 
moderate impact on school achievement.   

Therefore, it seems that when a child participates actively and interacts with his peer group he 
could be or not likely influenced by the group as interaction learning takes place.  The above divergent views 
have opened up the Ibeh (2010) found that from his research findings that students living in rural areas 
whose parents have few income bracket and are struggling to earn a living with little support from the 
parents exhibit higher levels of academic achievement, retention and less likelihood of dropping out of high 
schools as compared to students with urban background, receiving real support from their parents.  He 
therefore advised that schools should play less on parental support as a variable when achievement and 
retention of students at the secondary level is discussed. 

In a recent study carried out by Danesy & Okediran (2002) they found out that maternal and 
paternal deprivation of the essential need of young students have prompted their poor performance in 
public examinations.  The findings of Johnson (1996) however is contradictory to the position of Danesy & 
Okediran (2002) above that the poverty of parents have moderate impact on pupils academic work 
especially at the elementary classes.  Their opinion differs, but there is a general assumption that the social 
class or background a child came from automatically affects the students’ academic performance.  This 
research is therefore an attempt to establish if correlations really exists between peer group and parental 
support influence and pupils achievement in some selected primary schools in Ikere local government area 
of Ekiti State. 
 

Statement of the Problem 
The influence of peer group and parental support is highly manifested from the adolescent years of 

the child and upwards.  Here the child encounters ways, ideas behavior different from what he has learnt 
from home.  These encounters could be positive or negative.  The negative behavior could be in form of anti-
social behavior like disobedience  to parents in school authority, engagement in all forms of truancy and 
unruly behavior such as stealing, telling of lies, engaging in all forms of violence and unwanted pregnancies. 
All these could have negative effect on learning outcomes of the child.  Studies have also shown that the 
socio-economic status of parents may have elastic effects on their children academic work as poor parents 
may lack enough resources to sponsor their children, provide good schools, good housing facilities, medical 
care and social welfare services.  Some other researchers are of the view that parents socio economic status 
may not necessary affect academic performance at most academic giants had such humble beginning lacking 
basic necessities of life.  To some, parental support may not necessarily affect a child’s reaction to life, 
situations and his level of performance. It was also discovered from recent research that students who were 
bullied by their peers of school tended to report high levels of self esteem, more connected for their peers, 
teachers and school and more motivated to perform well at school.  This write up was an attempt to 
establish if correlations really exist between peer groups and parental support and the academic 
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achievement of the pupils in some selected primary schools in Ikere local government area of Ekiti State, 
Nigeria. 
 

Purpose of the Study 
 The purpose of the study is to investigate the influence of peer group and parental support in the 
teaching and learning of Social studies in primary schools in Ikere local government areas of Ekiti State.  The 
study sought to determine whether peer group and parental support could positively or negatively influence 
achievement of pupils in examinations. This finding is also part of efforts to address the issue of peer group 
and parental support to the achievement of pupils in examinations.  Finally, the study could predict the 
relationship if any, exist between peer group and parental support and achievement of pupils in 
examinations, both placement and final. 
 

Research Hypotheses 
(1) There is no significant influence of Peer group on the teaching and learning of pupils in primary 

school Social Studies; 
(2) There is no significant influence between parental support and academic performance of pupils in 

primary school Social Studies; 
 

Methodology 
 This study adopted a descriptive method of the survey type to investigate the influence of peer 
group and parental support in the achievement of primary school pupils in Social Studies.  The population of 
the study was 240 teachers in 20 primary schools in Ikere Ekiti, a one town local government area of Ekiti 
State.  The sample for the study consisted of 150 teachers selected from 15 schools out of the total number 
of schools in the local government using simple random sampling techniques to select 10 teachers from 
each of the school chosen for the study.  An instrument titled: ‘Influence of Peer group and Parental support 
on Teaching and Learning of Social Studies Questionnaire (IPGRSLTQ)’ was used to collect relevant data for 
the study. The instrument was subjected to face and content by giving samples to experts in Social Studies 
Education in Ekiti State University, Ado Ekiti for necessary evaluation.  Amendment and corrections were 
effected in the final draft of the instrument.  The instrument was administered twice within two weeks 
interval to the same set of respondents under similar conditions outside the samples selected for the study.  
The reliability coefficient of 0.91 was obtained via the Crombash statistics and tested at 0.05 level of 
significance.  The data collected were collated and analyzed, while the research hypotheses were tested 
using t – test at 0.05 level of significance. 
 

Hypotheses testing 
Hypothesis 1:  There is no significant influence of peer group on the teaching and  learning of 
Primary School Social Studies 
 

Table 1: T-Test Table at Peer Group Influence on Teaching and Learning 
 N Mean Std deviation df   tcal Sig. 

Peer Group 150 18.54 2.523 298 4.55 0.00 
Teaching Practice 150 16.23 2.147 

         P < 0.05 (significant at 0.05 level) 
          
 Table 1 revealed the mean scores of peer group ( X = 18.54) and teaching –learning process (X = 
16.23). The table also showed that there is a significant influence (t = 4.55, P < 0.05) of Peer group on the 
teaching and learning in the primary school.  This implies that peer group influences the teaching and 
learning process as a child who comes in contact with other children, spend more time with his mates is 
motivated for better participation in teaching and learning.  It also makes teaching more interesting as 
active participation of pupils in lesson is encouraged than passive recipient of knowledge at all levels of 
education. 
Hypothesis 2: There is no significant influence between parental support and  academic 
performances of pupils in Primary School Social Studies  
Table 2:  T-Test Table of Parental Support and Pupils Performance in Primary School Social Studies 

 N Mean Std deviation df   tcal Sig. 
Parental Support 150 15.84 2.423 298 7.10 0.00 
Pupils Performance 150 14.07 2.047 

                 P < 0.05 (significant at 0.05 level) 



[VOLUME 7  I  ISSUE 1  I  JAN. – MARCH 2020]                                                        e ISSN 2348 –1269, Print ISSN 2349-5138 

http://ijrar.com/                                                                                                                                          Cosmos Impact Factor 4.236 

Research Paper                                              IJRAR- International Journal of Research and Analytical Reviews   27 

           Table 2 presented the mean scores of parental support (X = 15.84) and pupils performance as (X = 
14.07).  The table showed that Parental Support significantly determine Pupils performance (t = 7.10, P < 
0.05). This implies that parental support determines pupils’ performance in tests and examinations. It is 
obvious here that pupil join peer and this promote academic excellence. 
 

Discussion of findings 
           Based on the hypotheses formulated and tested above, the findings revealed that means score of Peer 
group as (X = 18.54) and teaching - learning process as (X = 16.23).  The table also shows that there is a 
significant influence (t = 4.55, P < 0.05) of Peer group on the teaching and learning in the primary schools. 
This implies that peer group influenced the teaching and learning process as positive peer group motivates 
better participation of pupils and aids effective teaching and learning.  It also makes teaching more 
interesting as more pupils participate actively in the classroom discussions.  This finding is in line with 
Agwemewa (2018) that some students join peers to promote or pursue academic excellence. 
          The findings of the study equally reveled that, the mean scores of Parental support (X = 15.84) and 
Pupils’ performance (X = 14.07) and the table showed that Parental support significantly determines Pupils 
performance (tcal = 7.10, P< 0.05). This indicates that Parental support determines Pupils performance in 
test and examinations. This findings is in line with the findings of Sprinthall & Collins (1993) which reported 
that peer group exert influence on pupils dress taste and other activities outside academic achievement.  
However, this run contrary to the findings of Kolawole (2004) who reported that adolescent students who 
do things together during and after school hours may not necessarily be positively affected academically.  
This finding confirms the work of Slarin (1987) who opined that interaction with Peers promotes 
acquisition was controlling aggressive impulse and the expression of social behavior.  But runs contrary to 
the findings of Ejiroghene 2018 that students perceptions of connectedness to peers seem to have moderate 
impact on school achievement.  The findings of this research is in line with that of Danesy and Okediran 
(2002) that maternal and paternal deprivations of the essential needs of young students have prompted 
poor performances in public examinations, but runs contrary to that of Johnson (1996) whose findings 
revealed that poverty of parents have moderate impact on pupils academic work especially at the 
elementary classes.  The findings of this research is also contrary to that of Ibeh (2010) that students in the 
rural areas with parents in how income bracket exhibit higher levels of academic achievement, retention 
and less likelihood of dropping out of high schools as compared to students with urban background 
receiving real support from their parents. 
 

Conclusion 
 The results of this study have necessitated the following conclusions, because of the empirical 
evidences in support of peer group influence and parental support to achieve good performances in tests 
and examinations in Primary Schools Social Studies, a combination of positive peer group and parental 
support is important to enhance academic performance of pupils.  Both of them are predictors of the 
academic performance of pupils. The need to see students adequately and sufficiently motivated to enhance 
academic performance cannot be over emphasized. Hence it is confirmed that positive correlations exist 
between achievement and peer relationship and parental support. 
 

Recommendations 
        Based on the findings of this study the following recommendations were made: 

1. Parents should monitor the type of peer group their children or ward mix with in schools as this 
affect academic achievement; 

2. Parents should provide the necessary support by providing all the educations needs of their 
children; 

3. Peer groups should be encouraged to set goals for themselves and to achieve these goals, there is 
the need to cooperate with one another. This cooperation contributes towards groups cohesiveness 
which in turn increases productivity. This further will strengthen peer group relationship; 

4. The home as well as school should increase the roles of promoting or checking peer group influence 
by including good programmes in the school curriculum as well as the extra curricula activities of 
the school to checkmate bad group influence; 

5. Parents should be very democratic in rearing their children under moderate parent control love, 
warm acceptance and respect for children’s feelings.  Children in this type of situation tend to be 
friendly, independent and of high esteem.  Such children perform better academically than children 
from autocratic or permissive parents. 
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