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ABSTRACT This paper focus on Newspaper reading habits among UG and PG students studying in Bangalore

University Law College, Bangalore. There are 235 questionnaires were distributed to the students. Among them 180
questionnaire response received. The collected data has been analyzed and its results are presented in the form of
tables and graphs according to the objectives of the study.
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1. Introduction

Newspapers are powerful and important medium of mass communication. They are published in many
languages. Every morning we eagerly wait for the newspaper to come because they provide knowledge and
information about things that happened in recent past. They are found all over the world. It caters to the
needs of various sections of society. A newspaper has great influence on society. It shapes public opinion
and influences government policies and decisions. In a democratic society, they play a greater role of the
guardian of the rights of the people. They serve as a link between the government and the people. They
raise voice against the cruelties committed on the people. Newspapers publish articles on various issues.
They provide solution to various social and economic problems. It is through newspapers that politicians
come to know about the news and reviews of others on certain policies of government and political parties.
Those interested in sports can learn about their favorite sports stars. They help the job seekers in finding
jobs of their choice and preference. Newspapers give report about important business activities. A
businessman comes to know about the moods and trends of market through newspapers. Newspapers
provide weather forecasts. This immensely helps the farmers in deciding about the crops and their
activities.

Newspapers help in developing reading habits. There are many people who don’t start their daily routine
unless they go through the newspapers. There are candidates appearing in the various competitive
examinations who regularly read the newspapers to keep themselves abreast of the current affairs. Even
the aged and the ladies read the newspapers everyday as a matter of routine. Even people of low income can
afford newspapers. Thus newspapers play prominent role in a democracy. So we should cultivate a habit of
reading newspapers.

1.1 Bangalore University Law College

The college was established by the Government of Mysore on July 1, 1948. It was transferred to Bangalore
University and since then the college is known as University Law College. It was one of the constituent
college under Bangalore University since1976. The College offering UG, PG and PhD program with well
qualified eminent faculties with adequate non teaching staff.

2. Previous studies

There are many previous studies have been done related to the present study. They are:
Balasubramanian and others (2014)!, Devendra Kumar, and others (2011)2, Dipika Majumder and
Hasan,(2013)3, Krishnamurthy and Awari (2015)% Nagashetti and Kenchakkanavar (2015)3, Sudha Rani Y.
(2014)e.

3. Objectives of the study
The present study is to find out the following objectives:
e To know the Gender wise response on reading habits of newspapers among students
o Toinvestigate the time spent in reading newspapers
e To study the which Newspapers they reading and
e To assess for what purpose they reading Newspapers
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4. Scope and limitation of the Study
The present study is limited to under graduate and post graduate students of Bangalore University Law
College, Bangalore, on the subject of the newspaper reading habits.

5. Methodology
A study was adopted based on questionnaire method was used to collect data about reading habits of
newspapers. A total number of 235 questionnaires were distributed to the respondents to collect the
primary data. Out of them 180 questionnaires are returned by the respondents with 76.59%.

6. Data analysis and Interpretation
Tablel. Category wise questionnaires distribution and response received from students

Category | No of questionnaire distributed | No of questionnaire received (%)
U G Students 200 158 79.00
P G Students 035 022 62.85

Total 235 180 76.59%

Tablel shows that the category wise questionnaire distribution and response received from students’.
There are 79 % of the undergraduate students were responses. Followed by this 62.85% are postgraduate
students.

62.85%

muUG
HPG

Fig.1
Table2. Gender wise questionnaire response

Gender | Number of respondents | Percentage (%)
Female 92 51.11
Male 88 48.88
Total 180 100.00

Tables 2 explore gender wise responses to the questionnaires. It is observed that 51.11% of respondents
are female and 48.88% of respondents are male. This shows females respondents are more interest than
male in newspaper reading habit.

Gender wise distribution of
questionnaires
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Table 3. Time spent for newspaper reading

Time spent Number of respondents (%)
Less than 1 hour 76 42.22
1 hour 65 36.11

2 hours 31 17.22
3 hours 06 03.34

4 &above hours 02 01.11
Total 180 100.00

Table 3 shows time spent on reading newspaper. There are 42.22% of students spent less than one hour for
reading of newspaper. Followed by 36.11% of students spent 1 hour, 2 hours with 17.22%, 3 hours with
03.34% and 4 &above hours with 01.11%.

Time spent for newspaper reading
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Table 4.Types of Newspapers preferred for reading (Asked more than one option)

Name of News papers | No. of respondents | (%)
Times of India 92 51.11
Deccan Herald 67 37.22

The Hindu 60 33.33
Vijay Karnataka 40 22.22
Prajavani 37 20.55

The New Indian Express 28 15.55
Vijayavani 28 15.55
Bangalore mirror 23 12,77
Kannada prabha 17 09.44
Udayavani 14 07.77
Samyukta Karnataka 07 03.88
EE Sanje 05 02.77
Sanjevani 04 02.22

Table 4 shows that Newspapers preferred for reading. Majority92(51.11%) of students preferred reading
Times of India, followed by 67(37.22%) students preferred Deccan Herald, 60(33.33%) students favored
with The Hindu. 40(22.22%) students preferred Vijay Karnataka, 37(20.55%) students says Prajavani,
28(15.55%) students preferred The New Indian express, 28(15.55%) students preferred Vijayavani,
23(12.77%) students preferred Bangalore mirror. The remaining kannada news papers reading is very less.
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Newspapers preferred for reading

19
g0 10
19 37 28 28 53 =
30 14
' 7 5 4
i R
R T N T
S P N A S
& §§‘ &S« %? 2 A@f‘ A Qﬁy l;& Qp *ﬁ < =
Fig.4
Table 5. Purpose for reading News papers
Purpose Number of respondents | (%)
To Improve General knowledge 101 56.11
To know political and social news 076 42.22
To know National and International news 063 35
To see Business news 028 15.55
To read sports and games column 025 13.88
To know employment advertisements 020 11.11
To know cinemas and entertainments 015 8.33
For time pass only 010 5.55
Letter to editors column 007 3.88

Table 5 shows the purpose of reading newspapers. There are 101(56.11%) students express their opinion
on reading newspapers for improve their general knowledge, followed by 76(42.22%) students read
newspapers for political and social news, 63(35%) students favored with news only.28(15.55%) students
for business news, 25(13.88%) students for read sports and games, 20(11.11%) students read newspapers
To know employment opportunity, 15(8.33%) students read newspapers cinema for entertainment,
10(5.55%) students read newspaper for time pass, 7(3.88%) students favored with letter to editors column.

Purpose for reading News papers
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7. Findings and Conclusion

It is found that a total of 76.59% of students responses questionnaires.

Majority of 51.11% of questionnaire responses are from female and 48.88% are male.

42.22% of students spent less than one hour to read newspapers. Followed by 36.11% of students
spent onlhour.

Majority 42.22% of respondents are spent time for reading newspapers is less than 1 hour,
followed by 36.11% are spent 1 hour.

56.11% of respondents read Newspapers for improve their general knowledge and

Majority 51.11% of respondents are read Times of India newspapers which are occupied in first
place.

Conclusion

Newspapers help to improve reading habits, knowledge, and awareness. Newspapers are not only providing
current news, but they are providing different and various types of information to the people for example
informative article, features of society, editorial, economic status of the country. Reading of newspaper
provides well communication skills, changing life style, increasing general knowledge, language ability and
current information of the world. These are most essential part of education and self development.
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Time in its aging course teaches all things.
~ Aeschylus
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